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AIM 
 

The curriculum at Bolton Islamic Girls School aims to ensure that each learner obtains a broad, 

balanced and engaging diet of subjects. Our ethos is to believe, achieve and you will succeed. 

Respect is at the heart of everything we do. Respect for a culture of lifelong learning and its 

power to transform lives is our secret for success. Our curriculum is not only ambitious but it also 

embodies mutual respect, humanity and a passion for learning in every subject. All learners are 

encouraged to study courses which link to their future career aspirations, therefore building skills 

and knowledge for future learning and employment. We believe that planning for the future early 

helps success grow. 

 

This is why all our learners receive reliable guidance to inform them throughout the five-year 

journey. Our aim is to create a curriculum that is designed to offer breadth, depth and 

creativity and is underpinned by essential core humanitarian values from all learners. The 

expectations of all learners at Bolton Islamic Girls School are unequivocally embedded into the 

school ethos, whether learners are studying academic, technical or vocational courses. 

 

Our ambition is to create a culture of understanding and tolerance which enables learners to 

progress and contribute successfully to the wider society. 

 

Our curriculum also aims to: 

 

• be broad based, balanced and designed to emphasise the relevance of the knowledge, 

skills and understanding, through learning programmes and experiences.  

• Provides continuity of coherent learning experiences as well as progression through the 

year groups.  

• Offers challenge leading to the highest standards of personal achievement, through 

recognition of individual needs according to ability and aptitude.  

• Assess the progress and attainment of each pupil.  

• Determine whether individual learning objectives have been achieved.  

• Identify the individual pupil’s progress in different aspects of the curriculum.  

• Inform the setting of further learning objectives.  

• Inform pupils and parents about individual achievements.  

• Enable the study of long-term trends in pupil performance.  

• Records the progress and attainment of each pupil and reports to parents in a way that:  

o Demonstrates the outcomes of the national curriculum and other accredited 

assessments.  

o Records experiences and achievements, where relevant in all subjects.  

 

• Provide in-depth, challenging learning that; 

o Support students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

o Support and encourage healthy lifestyles 

o Provide students with the knowledge and skills required to keep themselves safe 

at school in the wider world 

 

Legislation and guidance  

This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study, which all 

maintained schools in England must teach.  

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational 

Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-
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related expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance 

Handbook.  

The Governing Body will also ensure that:  

• A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets  

• Enough teaching time is provided for students to cover the National Curriculum and other 

statutory requirements  

• Proper provision is made for students with different abilities and needs, including 

children with special educational needs (SEN)  
• All courses provided for students below lead to qualifications, such as GCSEs, are 

approved by the Secretary of State  

• The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements  

• It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the 

curriculum  

• It fulfils its role in processes to disapply students from all or part of the National 

Curriculum, where appropriate, and in any subsequent appeals  

• Students are provided with independent, impartial careers guidance, and that this is 

appropriately resourced  

These responsibilities are delegated by the Governing Body to the School leaders. 

Headteacher  

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:  

• All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to 

offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the 

needs of individual students will be met  

• The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is 

adequate and is reviewed by the Governing Body  

• Where appropriate, the individual needs of some students are met by permanent or 

temporary disapplication from all or part of the National Curriculum  

• They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate  

• The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements  

• The Governing Body is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the 

breadth and balance of the curriculum  

• The Governing Body is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed 

decisions  

• Proper provision is in place for students with different abilities and needs, including 

children with SEN  

Other staff  

Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy.  

• The school’s Leadership Group, and in particular the Headteacher with responsibility for 

curriculum, is responsible for ensuring that the all departments have appropriate subject 

schemes of learning in place, reflecting the aims of the aims of the school and indicate 

how the needs of individual students will be met. 

• Heads of Department are responsible for ensuring that schemes of learning provide 

appropriate levels of challenge, allow for progression from one year group to the next, 
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and prepare students appropriately for examinations as required. They must set out the 

knowledge and skills that students will gain at each stage.  

Departmental Planning and Delivery 
 

Within this overall curriculum structure, the responsibility for devising schemes of work and 

delivering the curriculum lies with the subject lead teachers.  They are responsible for the 

curriculum design, delivery and impact in their own curriculum area.  Subject leaders and leaders 

at all levels, including Governors are responsible for reviewing and quality assure the subject 

areas to ensure that the subject is being implemented well and coverage and breadth and 

balance is adequate. SOWs or termly plans will guide the day to day work of the different subject 

teachers.   

Curriculum plans are being further developed to include SMSC, FBV, Differentiation, Cross 

curriculum links, AFL methods, and learning support comments.  The nature of classroom 

teaching is guided by BIGS SOW’s, LTPs, MTP’s and marking, assessment and feedback policy. 

 

Intent 

1. Development of character, encouraging resilience, optimism and perseverance in school 

related activities & beyond into the community. 

This includes enhancing an understanding of fundamental British values, including democracy, 

rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those of different faiths and 

beliefs.  

Develop a sense of social responsibility. 

This includes being mindful of our role in our communities towards each other, our role in society 

and the global environment, encouraging a consideration, mindfulness and respect. 

2. Develop greater independence.  

This includes taking responsibility for our own growth and development which in turn enables us 

to use initiative, take ownership and full satisfaction from what is achieved. The nature of 

planned lesson activities, reflective responses to feedback and marking by students are to 

encourage students to take responsibility for their own progress. Students are to take advantage 

of the resources available to them beyond the classroom to extend their knowledge and 

experiences beyond the classroom. 
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3. Excellence 

This includes the pursuit of excellence, aspiring to do everything as well as it can be done and to 

develop a sense of pride and ambition. The planned content, sequencing, interleaving of 

knowledge and skills is to enable a greater depth of learning thereby making new learning 

transferable and increasingly ‘sticky’. This is to be done taking account of the age, abilities and 

needs of individuals so that they thrive and make progress. The most able are to be encouraged 

to broaden their learning whilst those needing additional support have it built into their 

programme, enabling all to be the best that they can be academically and pastorally. 

4. Adventure 

To develop a sense of confidence fostering courage, curiosity, enterprise and originality through 

enjoyable learning and its enthusiastic delivery. Pupils are to be encouraged and enabled to 

explore links with the wider world through the enrichment opportunities afforded to them. 

Implementation 

We believe that the experience of being in school is the curriculum. The way students learn, the 

wider school environment, behaviour and values all make up the whole experience of being in 

school. Together, they build to an end point where all students have the essential knowledge, 

skills and attributes they need to prepare them for the opportunities, responsibilities and 

experiences of life beyond school.  

Formal Curriculum 

Key (essential concepts) are identified with an end point in mind on a subject or developmental 

basis. Inherent to this is that ‘we teach to the top’, to challenge all whilst equipping students with 

the skills to make sense of and think through unfamiliar content and problems along the 

journey.  

The subject curriculum is to be planned and sequenced so that knowledge and skills build on 

what has been learned before but also prepares learners for what is to come next. Learners are 

to clearly understand why they are learning a topic and the wider context of how it may be 

important to them. 

Pedagogy 

Education relies on communication and relationships between teacher & learner and learner & 

learner. The teacher is the main catalyst in creating dialogue and a relationship with what is 

being taught. Their pedagogical approaches are critical in promoting engagement, understanding 

and fluency within a subject. Learning is to be deep, structured and profound to enable 

retention.    
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Teachers must use their professional judgement in teaching, assessing and responding to 

learning. They should be clear about the milestones required to reach ambitious end points and 

must ensure feedback mechanisms are successful in continuously improving learning and 

developing expertise.  

The language of learning must be consistent across subject areas and widely understood by all 

learners and teachers. Subjects should use language structures and vocabulary that promote 

scholastic excellence and this should be understood and employed well by students.  

It is critical to work with primary partners to ensure there is a clear understanding, appreciation 

of what has been taught at KS2 and what needs consolidating rather than re-teaching in early 

KS3 learning. 

Curriculum Instruments, including questioning, promotion of fluency, reasoning and problem 

solving, scaffolding the learning appropriately, stimulus, and rich vocabulary are all critical in 

effective learning that lasts and can be reused in time and at will.  

There should be an understanding and familiarity of content, expectations and language across 

curriculum subjects that encourage learners to transfer their learning to other areas of the 

curriculum. ‘Powerful knowledge’ should be mapped across the curriculum.  

Activities, including visits to or out of school should be an integral part of the planned sequences 

of learning. They should be planned in a way that enhance and enrich the formal curriculum and 

the development of young people. 

Personal Social Health Education and Careers Guidance 

 

Through P.S.H.E pupils are actively prepared for the responsibilities that arise through life, 

including those offered by family and the working environment, within a multi-cultural and 

technological society.  

 

The course also aims to help pupils to become effective learners. Major themes include: -  

• Self awareness  

• Developing good relationships and respecting the differences between people  

• Job opportunities and the world of work  

• Economic and social understanding  

• Health education  

 

PSHE and careers guidance are delivered through the PSHE lessons, by the pastoral system, 

assemblies and form meetings, through curriculum study and the wide variety of extra-curricular 

activities.   

Every effort is made to ensure that learners are given impartial career guidance from either local 

colleges or universities.  Learners are also given the opportunity to visit places of further 

education and are given guidance by people from these establishments on how to make future 

career choices.   
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Learners are encouraged to realise that it is never too late to reach their full potential and they 

should not shy away from aiming for any career choice. 

Religious Education  

•Religious Education (RE) makes a significant contribution to the personal development of young 

people. KS3 students have discreet RE lessons and KS4 student’s study RE as a GCSE.  

•Parents do have the statutory right to withdraw their children from Religious Education. Parents 

with concerns are encouraged to discuss these with the Head of RE initially.  

British Values  

•The school teaches the fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 

liberty and mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for 

those without faith.  

•These values are embedded in the curriculum across a range of subjects, and reflected in our 

own values of kindness, tolerance, respect and aiming for excellence.  

Safeguarding  

•The school teaches students through the curriculum, as part of Life Studies, and through special 

events, how to keep themselves safe within school and in the wider world.  

Inclusion  

Teachers set high expectations for all students. They will use appropriate assessment to set 

ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:  

• More able students  

• Students with low prior attainment  

• Students from disadvantaged backgrounds  

• Students with SEN  

• Students with English as an additional language (EAL)  

Teachers will plan lessons so that students with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National 

Curriculum subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every student 

achieving.  

Teachers will also take account of the needs of students whose first language is not English. 

Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help students to develop their English, 

and to support students to take part in all subjects.  

Monitoring arrangements  

Governors monitor coverage of National Curriculum subjects and compliance with other statutory 

requirements through:  
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o Meetings of the Curriculum and Standards Committee  

o ‘Fact finding’ visits in which they meet with staff and students, and observe the 

school in action  

o Link visits to departments or covering specific areas of the School Development 

Plan  

Heads of Department monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school by:  

o Learning walks  

o Lesson observations  

o Book monitoring  

o Student voice exercises  

o Link meetings with Leadership Group  

o Staff meetings 

Curriculum Organisation  

The curriculum is subject based, with all students studying the full range of subjects in 

each year group.  

Key Stage 3  

• At Key Stage 3 (Years 7 to 8) students study the following subjects: English, 

Mathematics, Science, Computer Science, Urdu, Arabic, Food tech, Art, History, 

Religious Education, Nasheed&Drama, Physical Education, PSHE, Citizenship and 

Islamic studies. 

• Students complete their KS3 Mathematics and Science courses over two years 

and then embark upon GCSE courses in these subjects at the beginning of year 9. 

• All students make a guided choice beginning of year 9: they either continue with 

Art or Computer Science, and choose one language. 

Key Stage 4  

• At Key Stage 4 all students study the core curriculum of English, Mathematics, 

Science (double or triple GCSE).  

• Students continue with the choice they made for year 9, and can take either 

Computer Science GCSE or Fine Art GCSE.  

• The study of a modern foreign language and History to GCSE is compulsory for the 

majority of students. The enables them to achieve the full range of English 

Baccalaureate qualifications.  

• Most students will go to gain 9 or 10 GCSEs. Some students will study fewer and 

will be given support through our Study Support programme, which supports those 

students in KS4 who have identified SEN or EAL needs.  
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This Table indicates the number of lessons given to each subject for September 2022/23. Each 

lesson is 55 minutes long. Student Lessons finish on a Friday at lunch time to allow important 

Teacher training and staff meetings on Friday Afternoons. 

 

In year 10 and year 11 girls study the core subjects of English Language and Literature and 

Mathematics to GCSE.   

 

All girls take Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate subjects to a minimum of the GCSE 

combined science Trilogy award (2 GCSE’s) on 2 periods per cycle.  Options for Separate Science 

are also made available before the last term of year 10 and continue into year 11. 

 

Girls also take Computer Science/ICT functional skills/Art, Urdu/Arabic and RE to give a total of 9 

or 10 GCSE’s.  

 

GCSE exam boards are either AQA, Pearson/Edexcel or OCR. 

 

IMPACT 

Flight Paths at Key Stage 3 and 4  

All pupils at Key Stage 3 and 4 will be tracked against their individual Flight Path for each 

subject. A projected GCSE outcome of a likely grade will be projected through from one year to 

another. This outcome will be a result of SAT’s results from year 6.  At KS3 the grade is an 

indication if a student is below, on, above or exceeding target grades. At KS4 GCSE grades are an 

indicator if student is making good progress.  Assessment data will be regularly updated on the 

School online system and target tracking (TT) used to help the subject teachers plan and inform 

the teaching on a daily basis.  Flight paths are used throughout the year and reports shared with 

parents termly (three times a year).  Leaders will also be monitoring student flight path trends in 

order to ensure gaps in learning are promptly addressed.  

Separate Science 
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