Assalamualaiykum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuhu
Wednesday 2nd March 2022

Dear Parent/Guardians

I pray Insha’Allah that you and the family are in good health and spirits.
I hope this letter finds you and your family safe and well. As you may be aware, World Book Day is
taking place this year on Thursday 3rd March. On this day, your child will be participating in a range
of activities which promote reading. One of which is our ‘favourite hadith/Quranic quote’ reading
competition. Students will get the opportunity to share their favourite quotes with teachers and
parents can support them at home by asking them to speak about it and explain it to them and
siblings.
Islam acknowledges the importance of reading and more importantly it is recognised that the ability
to read to comprehend helps us to understand our religion and therefore benefit others. We know
that reading is at the heart of all learning, but especially being able to read and understand the
Qur'an and the Hadith.
In addition to this, I have attached a £1 book token to this letter - this will allow your child to buy a
book at a discounted price of £1. There are a range of books in this collection including those on the
World Book day site: https://www.worldbookday.com/books/
Each voucher can be redeemed only once. The closest places to redeem this voucher are:
-WHSmith, Victoria Square, Bolton
- Waterstones, 32-36 Deansgate, Bolton
Allah has empowered us to use reading as a hugely important activity that affects our day-to-day
lives in many ways. We read all the time: nutritional information on food packaging, prescriptions for
medicine, job descriptions, and official documents. It follows that not being able to read can hugely
impact our lives.
In reality, 1 in 5 adults in the UK are functionally illiterate, meaning they struggle to get by day-today. Students who do not read also struggle to access most GCSE papers which are pitched at a
reading age of 16 years old and this vocabulary gap widens year on year.
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More positively, reading has a number of positive side effects too:

■
■
■
■
■

Decreases stress and increases mental wellbeing;
Aids sleep (especially if screen time is replaced by books);
Increases feelings of empathy for other people;
Improves both intelligence and vocabulary;
Helps us to bond with other people.

Reading is, therefore, one of the most important things we can give to the next generation.
Regardless of current reading ability, it is vital our students develop their reading ages even further
to become successful citizens and to develop their cultural capital.
At BIGS we want pupils to read for at least 20 minutes each night. However, there are some extra
things to be aware of:

■ Pupils should read in a quiet area, free from distractions (especially screens).
■ Reading should be a regular routine. We'd recommend reading before bed;
however, reading before TV/PlayStations/phones can be used or reading before
dinner are equally beneficial.
■ Pupils should be reading a book that is suitable for their reading age. You can find
out what level books your child should be reading by using Accelerated Reader
and school reports.
■ Open dialogue about their book, even if you struggle to read.
As always, please contact me if you have any concerns or questions. Happy reading!

Kind Regards

Zakia M
Dr Zakia Maqbool
Head Teacher
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