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Head Teacher’s Welcome 

Bolton Islamic Girls School is an independent Muslim girl’s school which opened in 2012 
through the demands and support of the Bolton Community. I was honoured to join this 
community effort and be a part of Bolton Islamic Girls School (BIGS) in 2014. 
 
The aim of our school is to provide an environment where all pupils are guided and 
challenged to meet their full potential in a positive, caring, educational and Islamic learning 
environment. The basis of this is the Quran and Sunnah: this we set out to share with all 
our students, making it the inspiration of the daily life and work of the school. Central to 
this is the school core values and teaching of our Muslim faith which is provided for all.  

BIGS has seven core values. Faith, Respect, Compassion upon creation, Self-reflection, 
Forgiveness, Hope and Honesty. These values have been carefully chosen by all 
stakeholders including children, parents, staff and governors. Our values underpin all that 
we do at BIGS and we explore these values in depth.  During our collective worship, we 
aim to make these values central to everything we do at school and in life. 

Respect is at the heart of everything we do. Respect for a culture of lifelong learning 
and its power to transform lives is our secret for success. Our curriculum is not only 
ambitious but it also embodies mutual respect, humanity and a passion for learning in 
every subject. All learners are encouraged to study courses which link to their future 
career aspirations, therefore building skills and knowledge for future learning and 
employment. We believe that planning for the future early helps success grow. Our ethos, 
shared with learners is to believe, achieve and you will succeed. 
 
We work closely with parents and encourage continual dialogue between parents and 
teachers to ensure students receive the support they need to succeed.  
 
Please remember us in your duas. 
 
Fi Imaan-illah 

 
 

Zakia Maqbool 
 
 
Dr Zakia Maqbool                           
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‘Schools excellent role models’          
Thursday 16th March 2017 

GIRLS at a school which was found to 
provide a high standard of academic 
education have been praised for being 
“excellent role models” for young British 
Muslims. Bolton Islamic Girls School 
was marked as good in all areas by 
school inspectors from Ofsted.  

Inspectors reported: “Girls present 
themselves as excellent role models for 
young British Muslims.  

 

“They have a broad educational understanding, are enthusiastic, tolerant, respectful and aspirational. “They are 
happy in school and a credit to themselves.”  

The school, based in Great Lever, opened five years ago by The Mecca Mosque to help meet the increasing 
demand for places in Islamic faith schools for girls. Ofsted said that governors are dedicated to providing low-cost 
“yet high quality” education and have shown “exceptional talent” in fundraising to enable them to do this, particularly 
as not all are from well-off backgrounds.  

The governors and headteachers were described as being “passionate about providing an excellent academic 
education” and Ofsted found pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is outstanding.” It is 
consistently good and pupils are now leaving this school with high educational standards.”  

The girls are described as “social and gracious” and “courteous and respectful” and well prepared to become 
successful learners at college and beyond.  

Headteacher Dr Zakia Maqbool said: “It’s been an honour and privilege to be part of a project that has been running 
through the good actions of local people. “We are very pleased and excited with this positive feedback from Ofsted 
which independently verifies that our long term aspirations and ambitions are along the right path. “In a short space 
of time the community-led project with the hard work of staff and governors has achieved an outstanding result.  

“This school is a wonderful example of what communities can achieve together. We are grateful to all involved, 
especially the parents and pupils who have placed faith in this new venture and have proven that they were right to 
do so.” She added: “We are confident that through the continued support of the community alongside dedication of 
staff and governors we will continue to produce outstanding results in the future. “The greatest achievement for us is 
being able to empower our young women to become role model British Muslims with a confidence to make a 
positive contribution to their communities.”  

Pupils say they are looking forward to achieving their ambitions. Head girl Samrina Hussain, in Year 11, said: “We 
have been inspired by our dedicated and hard-working teachers who have become positive role models and 
enabled us to learn that we can become confident independent British woman with a lot to offer society. Not just 
academically but also morally.”  

Deputy head girl Aamna Hussain, in Year 11, added: “Our school ethos is striving for academic and moral 
excellence and we are really encouraged by the fact that Ofsted realised that we have definitely achieved this. We 
are proud to be part of Bolton Islamic Girls School and are looking forward to successful futures.”  
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MISSION STATEMENT AND CORE VALUES 
 
Our school is a faith-based School and a place where Islamic values form the basis of all our policy 
and practice. Our school motto is ‘Striving for academic and moral excellence’ as we feel that this 
statement clearly articulates what the school is about – preparing our students to achieve 
excellence and becoming role model British Muslim citizens working hard to contribute to society 
positively. Governors, Staff and Parents are committed to providing the best possible education 
and experience for each child according to their individual needs, abilities and choices. 
 Mission Statement: 

Within a framework of Islamic values and community support, we will ensure that each child, by 
receiving a stimulating and challenging education, will fulfil their potential and achieve academic 
and moral excellence. Therefore, equipping them with the skills to face the challenges of the 
21st century and a journey of life-long learning. 
School Aims: 

To develop the Islamic personality of all students in order to produce confident and role model British 
Muslim citizens. 

·       To develop outstanding citizens who are proud of, and understand how important it is to contribute 
to, the social and economic prosperity of our country. 

·       To ensure the Islamic and British values, especially respect and tolerance, are at the heart of 
everything we do. 

·       To teach respect for a culture of lifelong learning and understand the importance of education and 
its power to transform lives. 

·       To teach a curriculum that is not only ambitious but also embodies mutual respect, humanity and a 
passion for learning in every subject. 

·       To make sure we support students throughout the curriculum to believe, achieve and succeed 
Core Values: 

Our core values are based on our Islamic beliefs: 

·      Faith, 
·      Respect, 
·      Compassion upon creation, 
·      Self-reflection, 
·      Forgiveness, 
·      Hope, 
·      Honesty, 
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 On the authority of Abu Hamzah Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) — 
the servant of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) — 
that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 

“None of you [truly] believes until he loves for his brother that which he loves for 
himself”.  

 [Al-Bukhari] [Muslim] (Reference: 40 Hadith Nawawi 13, Hadith 13). 

ِيِبَّنلا ْنَع ملس و ھیلع هللا ىلص xَِّا ِلُوسَر ِمِداَخُ ھْنَعُ هللا َيِضَر ٍكِلاَم ِنْب َِسَنأَ ةَزْمَح يَِبأ ْنَع  هللا ىلص ّ

 .”ِھِسَْفنِل ُّبُِحی اَم ِھیَِخِأل َّبُِحی ىَّتَح ُْمُكدََحأ ُنِمُْؤی َال“ :َلَاق ملس و ھیلع 

 .]45:مقر[ ٌمِلْسُمَو ،]13:مقر[ ُّيِراَُخبْلاُ هاَوَر

 ]ُّيِراَُخبْلاُ هاَوَر[

BIGS has seven core values. These values have been carefully chosen by all 
stakeholders including children, parents, staff and governors. Our values underpin all that 
we do at BIGS and we explore these values in depth.  During our collective worship, we 
aim to make these values central to everything we do at school and in life. 

Safeguarding 

Bolton Islamic Girls School takes very seriously our responsibilities towards safeguarding 
pupils, please report any concerns to Mrs Sadia Waseem. Designated Safeguarding Lead. 
All adults working in any capacity in our school have enhanced DBS checks in place. 
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Staff Members  
STAFF MEMBERS at BIGS 2020-2021 
 
Dr Zakia Maqbool PhD, MRes, BSC(Hons), QTS 
 Head Teacher 
 
Miss Sadia Waseem BSC (Hons), PGCE,  

• Assistant Head Teacher 
• Deputy Safeguarding Lead and School Pastoral Lead 

• KS3 and GCSE ART Teacher 
• KS3 Design and Technology teacher 

Mrs Shamim Mehmood BSC(Hons), PGCE 
• KS3 Science Teacher, GCSE Biology 
• KS3 and GCSE RE 
• KS3 food tech 

Mrs Saima Khan 
• School Administrator  

Mrs Abida Bibi 
• School Administrator 

Mrs Hadia Iqbal Qualified Aalimah, 
• Aalima Teacher 

Dr Alaa Jabur  Ph.D in Molecular Biology and QTS,  
• KS4 Science Teacher 

Mrs Khadiza Bibi BA(Hons),  
• GCSE English Language Teacher up-to year 9 
• KS3 and GCSE History Teacher 

 
Mrs Nazia Sarfraz  MA in Contemporary Literary Studies with Distiction  

• GCSE English literature Teacher, GCSE English Language and Literature teacher 
Mrs Nusrat Bhatti BSC (Hons), PGCE,  

• GCSE Maths Teacher 
Ms Samiya Ishaq 

• PE teacher 
• PSHCE teacher 
• Nasheed/drama 
• KS3 comp sci 
• Functional skills ICT 

Ms Sahar Ali 
• Quran teacher 

Mrs Kifah Altaji  
• GCSE Arabic Teacher 
• TA  

Mrs Ayesha Amad 
• GCSE Urdu teacher 
• EAL support  
• Intervention teacher 
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Pupils’ Welfare  
 
At BIGS the form tutor is responsible for overseeing their form’s personal and academic 
welfare and is normally the first point of contact for parents. More complicated or weighty 
issues are often dealt with by Mrs Sadia Waseem (assistant head teacher) jointly with the 
form tutor. 
 
 If your child is absent from school you should ring the school on the absence number:  
01204 771570 or Text: 07508512638.  If you are going to be away from home while your child 
is attending school please let us know in advance where your child will be staying and whom we 
should contact in emergency. Similarly if your contact details change, please ensure that you 
inform us so that we can update our records.  
 
What to eat? 
 
At our school pupils bring in a packed lunch, and we have a no junk food policy whereby fizzy 
drinks and unhealthy snacks are not allowed.  This is put in to place in accordance with recent 
scientific research which proves that such foods do affect a student’s learning ability.  We are 
also trying to encourage our daughters to appreciate the importance of healthy eating as 
Islamically our bodies have a right over us. We do have a tuck shop inside school, allowing 
students to purchase cold drinks and healthy snacks. 

 
What to wear? 

 
We are now pleased to inform parents that the BIGS school uniforms can be ordered and 
bought from school.   This is a black Jubba and Hijab that must be purchased from school as 
they have the school logo attached.  The school also have their own PE kit. This includes a PE 
top and bottoms with a PE scarf (especially designed and approved by health and safety 
regulations).  The students must wear suitable shoes during school hours and trainers or pumps 
for PE (price list on p.14). 

 
We have a strict uniform policy in School and students are not allowed to wear make-up or nail 
polish or jewelry. 

    
Parents should be aware that jewelry is confiscated and students are asked to wash off any 
make-up that they try to come into school with. 

 
Homework  
 
Students will be issued with regular home work in all subject areas. Students are given a 
homework diary at the beginning of the year which teachers and parents sign on a regular basis 
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to ensure home works are being completed on time.  These diaries are also used to help create a 
dialogue between parent and teacher should any issues occur. 
 
Assessments 
 
Assessments are continually occurring through summative or formative methods at the 
discretion of the teachers.  When work is marked, staff will indicate what is correct and 
identify areas that can be improved by adding appropriate comments. The standards for 
marking and grading students are set according to the National Curriculum. Students are 
constantly reminded about the level that they are working at and what they need to do improve. 
 
Students transition 
 
The transition from Primary to Secondary School is an important time in a child’s life and at 
BIGS we want this process to be as smooth as possible. Hence each child is allocated a form 
teacher that takes the responsibility of making this transition an easy one.  It is strongly 
acknowledged that when a child feels happy and secure at school they will enjoy both academic 
success and social well-being. If you have any concerns in either aspect of your daughter’s 
education, we would welcome a call from you so that together we can swiftly resolve any 
problems as they arise. 
 
Expectations at Bolton Islamic Girls School  
In the pupil homework diaries you will find a partnership agreement which lists the expectations 
of the parent, student and school in your daughter’s education.  
With regard to class and homework you should expect that we will do our best to provide 
lessons and homework which will enable pupils to achieve high standards of learning.  Likewise 
BIGS expects the student to work hard in lessons and complete all homework to a level that 
enhances their learning.  
 
As a parent, we expect you to develop your daughter’s learning; listed below are some tips which 
will help you to do this; 
1. Provide a suitable work area. Your daughter should have somewhere quiet and free from 
clutter at home where they can carry out their home learning.  

2. Regularly ask your daughter about what they have learnt that day and if they satisfied all of 
the learning objectives outlined to them by their teachers.  If there have been any difficulties, 
discuss with your daughter how you can work together to complete the learning. This may be by 
using books at home or research on the internet.  

3. Take an active interest in your daughter’s home learning and ensure that they have a good 
homework routine and that you sign their planner regularly. Homework is best done on the night 
set and your child should be helped to structure their routine. Don’t struggle for too long if 



Bolton	Islamic	Girls	School	
Striving	for	Academic	&	Moral	Excellence	 Page	10	
 

home tasks are particularly challenging. If they have done the allotted time and are still 
struggling, write a note in the book or planner confirming the correct time was spent on the 
task.  

4. If they are struggling with a certain subject during home learning refer to the ‘how to help 
your daughter’ section for the relevant subject in this booklet. Be prepared to invest a lot of 
time when your daughter first starts to work through the various home learning activities and 
determine the best way that your child makes progress from them.  

5. If your daughter is absent it is vital that they catch up the missed learning. It is your 
daughter’s responsibility to contact the appropriate teachers when they return from absence 
and find out what they have missed. In long periods of absence, contact the form tutor.  
 
We do appreciate your support in this matter and know that encouragement from home really 
does help to maximize a student’s performance.  
 
School Policies 

All school policies are available either on the School website or upon request from the School Admin office on 
01204771570, between 8am till 3pm from Monday to Friday. 

Parents can also use this number if they wish to obtain any other information about the School. We also have 
an open-door policy and parents can request to visit the school during normal working hours.  

The complaints policy is available on line and currently there have been no formal complaints registered. 
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Time Table: 
 

QURAN TILAWAT and REGISTRATION 8.15  -  8.40 
PERIOD    1 8:40  -  9:35 
PERIOD    2 9:35  -  10:30 
BREAK 10:30  -  10:45 
PERIOD    3 10:45  -  11.40 
PERIOD    4 11.40  -  12.35 
LUNCH 12.35  -  13:15 
PERIOD    5 13:15  -  14:10 
PERIOD    6 14:10  -  15:00 
QURAN TILAWAT 15:00  -  15:05 
HOMETIME 15:05 
 

Meetings and Reports  
Parents evening: one every term  
Monitoring report one: term 1 
Monitoring report two:  term 2 
Final report: term 3  
Examinations: Termly 
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HOLIDAY LIST 2020/2021 
 

Autumn Term 

• Term begins: Monday 7th September (Staff Inset Day) 
• Start of term for learners : Wednesday 9th September 2020 (Term begins for 

students) 
• Half Term: Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2020 
• Term ends: Friday 18th December 2020 

(Total 70 Days in term) 

 
Spring Term* 

• Term begins: Monday 4h January 2021 
• Half Term: Monday 15th February 2020 to Friday 19th February 2021 
• Term ends: Thursday 1st April 2021 

(Total 59 Days in term ) 

 
Summer Term* 

• Term begins: Monday 19th April 2021 
• Bank Holiday: Monday 3rd May 2021 (One Day) 
• Eid Al-Fitr Holiday: Thursday 13th May and Friday 14th May 2021 
• Half Term: Monday 31st May 2021 to Friday 4th June 2021 
• Eid Al-Adha: Tuesday 20th July 2021 
• Term ends: Friday 23rd July 2021 

 

(Total 61 Days in term ) 

Students will be in school for 190 days. 

*There will be 5 inset days still to be confirmed. 

*This is subject to change and additional changes depending on Eid holidays will also 
need to be confirmed. 
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The Curriculum 
The school curriculum is a medium, which provides a sound and comprehensive 
education for our students. It complements, deepens and sometimes helps to modify the 
perceived world in which a pupil moves.    At Bolton Islamic Girls School we believe that our 
curriculum should allow equal opportunity of all facets of personal development to flourish. 
Whether it be, linguistics and literacy, mathematical, scientific, moral, physical, spiritual, 
creative, social and technological. The curriculum promotes fundamental British values and 
actively works hard to promote SMSC Education throughout. 

Our ethos is to believe, achieve and you will succeed. Respect is at the heart of 
everything we do. Respect for a culture of lifelong learning and its power to transform 
lives is our secret for success. Our curriculum is not only ambitious, but it also embodies 
mutual respect, humanity and a passion for learning in every subject. 

Within the school context, teachers will use methods which their skills training and 
experiences show them to be most effective in bringing about each pupils fullest potential. 
Each pupil will follow a curriculum which: 

o Is broad based, balanced and designed to emphasise the relevance of the 
knowledge, skills and understanding, through learning programmes and 
experiences. 

o Provides continuity of coherent learning experiences as well as progression through 
the year groups. 

o Offers challenge leading to the highest standards of personal achievement, through 
recognition of individual needs according to ability and aptitude. 

o Assesses the progress and attainment of each pupil. 
o Determines whether individual learning objectives have been achieved. 
o Identifies the individual pupil’s progress in different aspects of the curriculum. 
o Informs the setting of further learning objectives. 
o Informs pupils and parents about individual achievements. 
o Enables the study of long term trends in pupil performance. 
o Records the progress and attainment of each pupil and reports to parents in a way 

that: 
o Demonstrates the outcomes of the national curriculum and other 

accredited assessments. 
o Records experiences and achievements, where relevant in all subjects. 
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The Schemes of work of the following subjects are designed around the National 
Curriculum, more details can be enquired by the programme teachers. Most 
subjects are studied to GCSE level. 

• Mathematics  (GCSE) 
• English language (GCSE) 
• English Literature (GCSE) 
• Science (dual or triple science options) (GCSE) 
• Religious Education (GCSE) 
• Citizenship (GCSE) 
• PSHE 
• Arabic (GCSE) 
• Urdu (GCSE) 
• History (GCSE) 
• Computer Science (GCSE) 
•  ICT functional skills 
• Art (GCSE) 
• Food Tech  
• PE 
• Quran Lessons 
• Mu-alima course with lessons in;  
• Aqeedah,  
• Fiqh,  
• Hadith,  
• Seerah,  
• Tazkiya 

Upto date curriculum intents and maps can be found on our school website: 
https://boltonislamicgirlsschool.org.uk/our-curriculum/  
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Religious Curriculum 
At BIGS the curriculum refers not only to the National Curriculum but Islamic 
Studies are taught and learnt at the same pace as the other subjects. 

The curriculum of some religious core subjects is briefly explained below. 

Subject Holy Quran 
Course Description At BIGS we start and end our day with the recitation of Quran. 

Recitation of Surah Kahf is also held on Fridays. 
In Tajweed we will teach students the principles of how to recite the 
Quran with the correct articulation, prolongation, merging, 
conversion, distinctness, and pauses.  
We will teach the student and have her practice the rules of 
Tajweed. 
Year 7 will be introduced to the following units of tajweed: 
Introduction to tajweed, Why do we learn tajweed? The command to 
learn Tajweed, Benefits of Tajweed, Principles of Tajweed,  
Prostrations of reading,  Levels of reciting the Quran, Errors in 
recitation, Symbols of Stop-ping, The makhaarij, Characteristics of 
letters and introduction to noon sakinah and tanween, rules of meem 
sakinah, tashdeed and maddaat. 
Pupils will learn by heart a number of Small Surahs, depending upon 
the class’s Scheme of work. 
A medium sized chapter will also be translated and explained during 
the year.  
From time to time we will test students orally in the recitation of 
Quran. Students who have already memorized tajweed of Quran will 
follow the same plan of study and will learn to identify the rules of 
Tajweed from the Quranic text and from memory. Lesson Plan: 

How to progress  
 

Practicing the rules of Tajweed and reading and listening to the 
recitation of Quran. Thorough practice recitation in groups and 
individually is also helpful. If the students apply all the Tajweed 
rules whilst reading the Holy Quran every time, they will get 
habitual in reading the Holy Quran right and with Tajweed.  
  

 

How to help your child  
 

Ask the student to recite Quran everyday at home as it is preferred 
in Islam. 
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Subject Religious Education 
Course Descriptor In Religious Education pupils will begin the year by asking the question Does God 

Exist? Pupils will examine the traditional arguments Muslims give to support their 
belief in God. They will evaluate these through discussion and written work. They 
will also explore the scientific account of the origins of the universe.  
This will lead to a unit on Islam exploring the origins, beliefs and traditions of this 
monotheistic tradition. Pupils will reflect on what they can learn from this faith 
and evaluate Islamic teachings in light of their own experience.  
Finally, pupils will explore the emotive subject of suffering? By exploring images 
and concepts of suffering pupils will reflect on the issues and questions which 
arise. They will consider questions such as ‘why?’ and attempt to give responses to 
this problem. 

How to progress Pupils need to work accurately describing in detail the various beliefs and customs 
of Islam. Over the year these descriptions will need to develop into explanations as 
pupils ask why Muslims believe and behave in the way they do. In writing tasks 
pupils should be using the term ‘because’ to explain how beliefs and values make a 
difference to communities and individuals and consider counter arguments. 

How to help your child Homework tasks involve open questions where students are asked to reflect on 
what they believe and why in light of Islam. Discussing these issues at home gives 
pupils vocabulary to express their views and opportunities to reflect. 

 

 

Subject Aalima Theology 
Course Descriptor Fiqh (Rules and Regulations) 

Aqeedah, (Belief) 
Seerah (history of Islam) 
Hadith (Bukhari  Sharif) 
Quranic translation and explanation  
Tazkiyah (implementing purification to benefit one’s character) 
Throughout the five years these topics are extended according to students levels.  
We endeavour to encourage our daughters to implement their knowledge as well as 
gain the knowledge. 

How to progress Pupils need to work accurately describing in detail the various beliefs and aspects 
of Islam. Over the year these descriptions will need to develop and pupils are 
strongly encouraged to implement their knowledge in their every day practical 
lives.  In given tasks students are expected to memorise excerpts of information 
and will be assessed by the teacher using varied assessment for learning tasks 
throughout the year. 

How to help your child Due to the intensity of the course it is strongly encouraged that parents 
continually monitor and make sure that students complete homework tasks on time. 
Encourage the students by speaking to them about their subject knowledge and 
monitor their implementation of it at home. Praising and expressing the importance 
of such acts will support this learning. 
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Smart	CLOTHING 
BOLTON ISLAMIC GIRLS SCHOOL  
Uniform & PE Kit Price List 
UNIFORM 

BIGS Royal Cotton Cardigan with embroidered Logo 

9/10 11/12 13 SMALL MEDIUM LARGE X-LARGE 

£14.00 £14.00 £14.00 £14.00 £22.00  £22.00 £22.00 

BIGS Jubbah with embroidered Logo 

44-46L 48-50L 52L 54L 56L 58L 

£25.99 £25.99 £25.99 £25.99 £26.99 £25.99 

Black Trousers from £7.99 

Royal Pashmina Scarf with Logo £8.99 

Sportswear 

Special BIGS Games Top 

XS S M L 

£22.00 £22.00 £24.00 £24.00 

BIGS Tracksuit Bottoms  

22-24 26-28 30-32 34-36 

13.99                                                                                                                                                                                                                      14.99 17.99  17.99 

 

BIGS Special PE Scarf £9.99 
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Bolton Islamic Girls School (BIGS) 
Striving for Academic & Moral Excellence 

 
Please contact the school should you have any further enquiries. 

 
Address:               Weston House,  
                                 Weston Street,  
                                 Bolton  
                                 BL3 2AW 
                                          U.K. 
 
Telephone:      01204 771570 / 07508512638 

   
 

Website:  www.boltonislamicgirlsschool.org 
 

Email: info@boltonislamicgirlsschool.org 

 

 
 


