
Curriculum Intent for Languages 
 
“As Britain leaves the European Union, it’s more important than ever to show how 
much we value international opportunities, language-learning, and ensuring our 
young people have a global outlook.” 
[Damian Hinds, Secretary of State World Education Forum March February 2019] 

At BIGS Respect is at the heart of everything we do.  Consequently, providing learners with 
the opportunity to learn a MFL is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to 
other cultures. Our ethos is to believe, achieve and you will succeed. Our high-quality 
languages education will foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the 
world. The teaching will enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another 
language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It 
will also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new 
ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language. Language teaching will 
provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in 
other countries.  

In line with the national curriculum from the department of education we aim to ensure 
that all pupils:  

• understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic 
sources  

• speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

• can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they have learnt  

• discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.  

By the end of Key Stage 3, a successful linguist, will be confident in the receptive skills of 
listening and reading and the productive skills of speaking, writing and translation. This will 
enable them to listen for detail, infer meaning, tackle larger texts, speak spontaneously and 
translate accurately and convey meaning. The most successful linguists will be able to apply 
existing knowledge to new situations and produce language creatively.  

Grammar is the foundation of all language learning and our KS3 topics expose students to 
the necessary structures and vocabulary needed to be a competent linguist. These topics 
allow students to develop their understanding in order to further succeed at GCSE level. 
They also provide the basis for future language learning.  

BIGS has a diverse student population and in addition to our two timetabled languages, we 
encourage and support students to take GCSE qualifications in their home languages.  

The languages department encourages our vibrant school community in raising their global 
awareness and cultural knowledge by allowing them to interact with people from a wide 
variety of backgrounds. Our up to date resources contain current cultural references and 



students are encouraged to research further. This not only enables them to understand 
what it is to be a global citizen but also improves their literacy in the English language.  

Students are taught about how employers value languages, as they are increasingly 
important to make sure we can compete in the global market. Because of this, languages 
are increasingly becoming a requirement for many graduate schemes. 

Languages are your passport to the world and we offer various routes to travel. 

Implementation 

As a team of experienced language specialists, we implement this through the delivery of 
high-quality lessons, placing learning and outcomes and the forefront of planning. The 
department plan highly ambitious and aspirational schemes of learning in collaboration, 
building our students’ linguistic and cultural knowledge, understanding and skills explicitly 
and progressively. Schemes of learning and resources are regularly reviewed and evaluated 
to rigorously ensure the implementation of the MFL curriculum has maximum impact on the 
development of all students’ knowledge and skills. 

Impact 

In MFL at BIGS we believe our curriculum will have a positive impact on the outcomes of 
each of our students, encouraging them to explore the world and expand their horizons for 
their future. Our students demonstrate the impact of our curriculum through end of unit 
assessments, end of term assessments, end of year exam and directed feedback and 
reflection time in lessons. In MFL schemes of learning, assessment is a meaningful vehicle 
for reflection of progress as well as a path to future learning. The impact of our MFL 
curriculum can be measured not only through our confident and well-rounded students, but 
also through lesson observations, learning walks, work and planning scrutinies, student 
voice and attainment and behaviour data. Ultimately, the impact will be seen in our results, 
which continue to improve over time. 

 


