
History 

At BIGS we recognise that a high-quality history education will help pupils gain 
a coherent understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We aim 
to inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past.  The teaching will 
equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 
arguments, and develop perspective and judgement.  Our ethos is to believe, 
achieve and you will succeed. Respect is at the heart of everything we do. 
Respect for a culture of lifelong learning and its power to transform lives is our 
secret for success.  History will help our pupils to understand the complexity of 
people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and 
relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the 
challenges of their time. 

Curriculum Intent 

The Key Stage Three History Curriculum at BIGS is a vitally important and 
challenging phase of students’ learning. It is designed to be ambitious, 
enjoyable and knowledge rich; sparking students’ curiosity and passion for 
learning about the past. The overarching intention is that students become 
articulate and deeply knowledgeable subject specialists. Students are expected 
to write, speak and adopt the habits of historians, for example making 
substantiated judgements, having a deep respect for evidence and using 
academic vocabulary confidently.  

The history curriculum is designed to ensure students develop the crucial 
subject-specific knowledge and disciplinary understanding needed to succeed 
at Key Stage 4, 5 and beyond by providing a solid foundation, embedding 
critical knowledge and skills and providing opportunities for students to 
problematise the discipline’s second-order concepts: change and continuity, 
causation, significance, interpretations, evidence and diversity. As such, each 
unit is framed by an overarching, challenging enquiry question and lessons are 
sequenced and designed to ensure pupils make progress by acquiring the 
knowledge needed to answer that question effectively as a means of 
assessment. KS3 as a journey to KS5 and beyond, a process of acquiring the 
knowledge, skills and habits of an expert historian. By the end of Key Stage 
Three we expect students to understand the significance of studying history, its 
relevance for understanding the world today and its importance in key areas 
such as developing tolerance, respect and understanding towards others.  

 



Implementation 

In terms of content, the overview is outlined in the curriculum map. Our 
curriculum seeks to reflect the diverse nature of our student cohort with a 
focus on global History. Year 7 focuses on the Ancient, Medieval and Tudor Era 
in Britain, Africa, Arabia, the Middle East and Europe, students learn about the 
limitations and consequences of the tyrannical power of King John, Magna 
Carta and the long term and diverse effects of the Black Death and connections 
across the Silk Roads in terms of the spread of the trade, ideas, religion and 
disease. Students also learn about the significance of the Islamic world 570-
1500, the Crusades and the religious changes and upheaval caused during the 
English Reformation. In Year 8, the chronological focus is the slave trade, 
abolishment of the slave trade in the UK and the impact of the industrial 
revolution on the life of Britain. Students also learn about other controversial 
topics such as the British Empire, US Race relations, World War One and key 
events of the 20th century. Throughout these topic’s key themes such as 
empire and power will be drawn out and compared across time periods and 
places.  

GCSE History allows students to cover a wide range of features from the past 
to help understand what shaped the world we live in today.  Some of the 
topics covered are: World War One, Weimar Germany War, rise in conflict in 
tension during the inter-war years, Elizabethan England and the golden age 
and significance and impact of health over the last thousand years.  

Impact 

We can see and measure the effect of the History curriculum at Bolton Islamic 
Girls School through a range of profoundly important strategies delivered 
routinely in our lessons. These include reflection work, green and purple pen 
feedback, regular writing challenges, and end of unit tests as well as end of 
term assessments. Our students learn how to recognise strengths as well as 
what is required to make progress. Through our relentless determination to 
improve the quality of education in the History department, we expect every 
student to achieve and enjoy their experiences with us. 

The impact of our work on the progress and attainment of students can be 
clearly seen in the progress of students. In Year 7 and 8, this is through internal 
assessments. In Years 9, 10 and 11, this is through PPEs. Ultimately, our impact 
is seen through the GCSE grades for History, which have been improving every 
year. 
 


